
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

The Workshop on Social Connections in the Urban Space 2011 (SocialUrb-2011) 
In conjunction with SOCIALCOM 2011 at MIT on October 9-11, 2011 

http://di.ncl.ac.uk/socialurb2011 
	
  
Significant amounts of data are collected in the urban space we 
move and live in. Most of this data is gathered  by governmental 
and defense agencies. Satellites are used to capture movement 
and transport while 'dataveillance' captures people's use of credit 
card, mobile phone, and loyalty card information. CCTVs are also 
ubiquitous. More recently, applications to gather data using 
people's mobile phones as a sensor in the urban space have 
appeared and contribute to this pool of urban data. This 
unprecedented bottom-up approach achieves collaborative 
collection of large quantities of data. 'Participatory Urbanism' sees 
a shift in mobile device usage - from communication tool to 
networked mobile personal measurement instrument. Through 
this, individual citizens can become more proactive in their 
involvement with their city, neighborhood, and urban self-
reflexivity. 
   Given this growing pool of data of the urban space, there is a 
question on how the data can be used fruitfully and sensibly to 
better understand sociality and to inform future planning of our 
urban environment. 
   This workshop aims to bring together researchers and 
practitioners to discuss and explore research challenges and 
opportunities in social computing in urban spaces. We are seeking 
multi-disciplinary contributions that reveal interesting aspects 
about urban social life and exploit the sensory data as well as 
digital traces (e.g. mobile phone data, online social network data, 
transportation traces) to create novel urban social applications 
that benefit citizens, urban planners, and policy makers. 
    The SocialUrb-2011 fosters discussions covering topics such 
as (but not limited to): 
• Analysis of social networks in urban spaces 
• Social computing applications for urban planning and design 
• Social sensing methodology 
• Computational social study of urban spaces 
• Mining of data collected from urban social networks 
• Urban social geography  
• Multi-source urban social information integration 
• Real-time urban social information processing 
• Case studies and applications of mixed urban social sensing 

and mining 
• Middleware for mobile urban social computing 
• City-related knowledge infrastructure and computational 

models 
• Urban social application demos and visualizations 
• Security, privacy, reputation, and trust issues in urban social 

computing 
• Impact of social computing technologies in the urban space 

e.g. economical, psychological. 
 

Important Dates 
Paper submission: 1 July 2011 
Author notification: 12 August 2011 
Final manuscript: 22 August 2011 
Workshop date: 9-11 October 2011 

Submissions 
All contributions must be submitted as PDF files. The workshop 
accepts manuscripts in IEEE conference format (up to 6 pages). 
All contributions must not have been previously published or be 
under consideration for publication elsewhere. All submitted 
papers will be reviewed and judged on originality, technical 
correctness, relevance, and quality of presentation by the 
Technical Program Committee. Should the paper be accepted, at 
least one of the authors must attend the workshop to present the 
work in order for the paper to be published by IEEE and included 
in the IEEE Digital Library. Please submit your paper(s) to 
SocialUrb-2011 submission site at 
https://www.easychair.org/account/signin.cgi?conf=socialurb2011 
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